Warren County
APRIL
2016
UPCOMING
EVENTS:
April 27:
S.A.L.T. (School
to Adult Life
Transition)
Family
Information
Seminar, 6:00 to
7:30 p.m.
May 2 & 10:
Public Forums
May 11:
Family Supports
Orientation, 6:30
to 8:00 p.m.
May 25:
S.A.L.T. (School
to Adult Life
Transition)
Family
Information
Seminar, 6:00 to
7:30 p.m.
For more
details, see
inside this
newsletter.

Dreams

A Word from our Superintendent
March was another busy month for us!
It was once again Developmental
Disabilities Awareness Month, and we
celebrated it with two successful open
house sessions. We held an afternoon
session at the Banta Center and an
evening session at the Young Center.
We were honored to have
Commissioner David Young attend the
afternoon session and Judge Joseph
Kirby attend the evening session, where
both gentlemen read proclamations
declaring March 2016 Developmental
Disabilities Awareness Month in Warren
County. We also heard from a parent
and an individual served who told us
their stories, which coordinated with
this year’s theme “What’s Your Story?”
In addition to the evening open house,
we held a provider fair event in the
gymnasium of the Young Center. We
had 35 booths this year, up from 26
booths last year. We had several gift
baskets that were raffled off, with

proceeds being split
between our choir “Voices of Warren
County” and our
advocacy group “Voices Speaking Out.”
Thank you to everyone
who came out for the
open house sessions
and/or the provider
fair. It was a great
day!

Megan K. Manuel,
Superintendent

As mentioned in our previous newsletter,
we are making some changes in our adult
services programs. These changes are a
result of a new federal rule that was
released in March 2014. We will be
discussing these changes at several public
forums coming up in May. All the forums
will take place in the auditorium of the
Warren C. Young Center. Please see the
information on page 2 for dates and times.
Please come to hear about the changes and
ask any questions you may have.

We celebrated Developmental Disability Advocacy and Awareness Day
On March 8th, members of “Voices
Speaking Out”, our self-advocacy
group were pleased to participate in
the Developmental Disability
Advocacy and Awareness Day event
at the Ohio Statehouse in Columbus.
This annual event educates and
empowers people with developmental
disabilities, their family members and
other community allies to come
together on a single day to advocate
policy issues which impact the lives of
people with developmental disabilities.
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Family Support Orientation to be held May 11th at the Milo H. Banta Center
The Warren County Board of Developmental
Disabilities will host a Family Support Orientation on
Wednesday, May 11th from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. at the
Milo H. Banta Center, located at 410 S. East Street in
Lebanon. This free orientation will provide information
to families who are already enrolled in the Family
Support program to learn more about the benefits
available and how to complete required paperwork. It
is also open to families wanting to learn how to enroll in
the program.
The Family Support Program assists eligible families by
providing them with financial assistance on approved
programs, services, equipment or supplies that help
meet the specific needs of the family member who has a
disability, and assists that person towards selfsufficiency.
The Family Support Program is only open to families
whose eligible family member is not enrolled on a Level
One Waiver, Individual Options Waiver, SELF Waiver,
or a Transitions Developmental Disabilities Waiver.
The Family Support Program helps families in many
ways,” said Katrina Steele, Family Support Coordinator
for WCBDD. “It offers financial assistance with respite,

Day camp programs at YMCA Camp Kern
can be paid for through the WCBDD
Family Support Program. Pictured above,
families enjoyed an introductory day at
YMCA Camp Kern last fall.
daycare, agency care, camps, and therapy, as well
as help with home modifications, disposable items,
special diets and some adaptive equipment.”
Families must register in advance. The deadline to
register is May 4th. Childcare will not be provided.
For more information, or to register contact
Katrina Steele at (513) 228-6432 or e-mail
Katrina.Steele@warrencountydd.org.

Brian Bridges (center), receives services from the WCBDD. He is
featured in a television commercial currently airing on WKRC
Cincinnati Local 12. Brian works at Walmart as a greeter. Here he
is tagging a return for customer Angie Smith (right.) In the
foreground is the Television Producer and Cameraman. The
commercial promotes the success of community employment for
people with developmental disabilities.

Public Forums to be held in May to discuss Adult Services Changes at PSU, Inc.
The Warren County Board of Developmental
Disabilities will hold four public forums in May to
discuss Adult Services changes that will be happening at
Production Services Unlimited, Inc. The changes are
necessary due to the result of a new federal rule that
was released in March 2014.
Superintendent Megan Manuel and other members of
the WCBDD management team will discuss the

impending changes, the impact they will have on
the agency, and how the WCBDD and PSU, Inc.
plan to address them. The forums are free and
open to the public and will be held at the Warren
C. Young Center, located at 801 Drake Road, in
Lebanon. The forums will be held on May 2, 2016
from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 to 7:30 p.m., and
on May 10, 2016 from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. and 6:00
to 7:30 p.m.
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Cincinnati Marriott Northeast Hotel hosts Job Shadow event for people with disabilities
were given a tour of the hotel and shown the duties
and responsibilities of various work positions. Jobs in
housekeeping and the kitchen were the main focus.
People learned how to load housekeeping carts, run
the washing machines and dryers, operate the press
machine, and fold linens. They also were given a tour
of the kitchen and shown the various positions available
working in food service which included dishwasher,
server, and food preparer.

Pictured above (left to right) are Stephanie Adkins, Head Chef; Jordan Miguel; Kyle Gambrah;
Jamie Patrick; Lyndsey Tulanko; Mikki Fassler,
Housekeeping Supervisor; and Adrienne Bauman.

The Warren County Board of Developmental
Disabilities was pleased to take part in a Job Shadow
event recently held at the Cincinnati Marriott Northeast
Hotel. Five individuals with developmental disabilities

Paula Washek, Program Coordinator with the
WCBDD said, “The Marriott has been a wonderful
employer of people with disabilities. They embrace a
diverse workforce and focus on their employees’ job
satisfaction. They have many incentive and
development programs for their employees. Events
like this help us and help the employer. The people we
provide services to enjoy learning about various jobs in
the community which helps them identify their own
career goals.”

School to Adult Life Transition (S.A.L.T.) seminars to be held April 27th and May 25th
Free, informational seminars for parents of teenage
children who have developmental disabilities will be held
from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. on April 27th and May 25th at
the Warren C. Young Center, located at 801 Drake
Road in Lebanon.
The seminars are part of a series titled, School to Adult
Life Transition, or S.A.L.T., and is a funded pilot project
of the Employment First Local Leaders Collaboration of
Montgomery, Greene and Warren Counties, to raise
expectations for community employment for youth and
adults with developmental disabilities.
The series seeks to address needs and concerns that
families may have regarding transition from school to
adult life. The session on April 27th will feature a
Parent Panel, and the session on May 25th is titled,
“Organize Your Transition.”

Family members of people with disabilities, agency
personnel and educators are welcome to attend and
participate at any of the presentations. Parents are
encouraged to bring their children ages 14 and older to
participate in a Student/Young Adult session while
parents attend the presentation. In the Student/Young
Adult session, students will work on employment
awareness, planning and preparation for the adult
world, and self-advocacy.
For more information, contact Patti Shrom, Parent
Resource Trainer at (513) 892-0596 or e-mail
prtpattis@gmail.com.
The seminars will be videotaped and available for
viewing on the Warren County Board of
Developmental Disabilities’ website. To view the
videos go to www.warrencountydd.org/videos.

Candy Bouquet Designs debuts new website: www.CandyBouquetDesigns.org
The Warren County Board of
Developmental Disabilities is pleased to
announce that Candy Bouquet Designs
has a new website. Candy Bouquet
Designs are created by individuals with

disabilities who work in full and part-time positions, and
receive pay for their work to assemble the bouquets.
To see the bouquets that are available for purchase go
to www.CandyBouquetDesigns.org, or call (513) 5050749 for more information.
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Judge Joseph Kirby wins statewide honor as Outstanding Elected Official of the Year
Judge Joseph Kirby
of the Warren
County Probate
and Juvenile Court
has been honored
by the Ohio Public
Images (OPI) with
an Award of
Excellence as
Outstanding
Elected Official of
the Year in his
work to support
people with developmental disabilities.
Judge Kirby received his award at a ceremony on
March 10th during the winter conference of the
Ohio Superintendents of County Boards of
Developmental Disabilities in Columbus. The annual
Public Awareness Awards, sponsored by Ohio Public
Images, recognizes individuals and organizations
throughout Ohio who, through their exceptional
efforts, have succeeded in creating a greater
understanding of people with developmental
disabilities. OPI is a non-profit organization that

promotes positive
perceptions and
understanding of people
with developmental
disabilities.
Judge Kirby has
participated with the
Warren County Board of
Developmental Disabilities
for three years, where he
serves as the appointing
authority to assign
community members to the agency’s Board of
Directors. Among the accomplishments for which he
was honored include; hiring an individual with
disabilities to work as a file clerk in his office, and
then upon seeing the numerous positive outcomes of
this new hire, he hosted a public presentation in
which more than 40 people, including six other
elected officials from Warren County governmental
agencies attended to hear about the benefits of hiring
people with disabilities. Judge Kirby urged everyone
to open their minds to hiring people with disabilities,
and embrace this skilled and available workforce.

