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Dreams

A Word from our Superintendent

November 17:

As the leaves start to change color, and
we move into the fall season, we look
forward to the final three months of this
year. 2106 has been a busy year so far,
and the final three months will be just as
busy.

Workforce
Solutions
Summit, 8:00 to
9:00 a.m., at the
Crowne Plaza
Cincinnati Blue
Ash, 5901
Pfeiffer Road,
Cincinnati.

The Warren County Board of
Developmental Disabilities (WCBDD)
continues to work with Production
Services Unlimited, Inc. in order to
establish themselves as a stand-alone
provider of day services. Progress has
been made, and work will continue in
order to finalize the process by January
1, 2018.

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

November 19:
WCBDD Holiday
Bazaar, 9:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
at the Warren C.
Young Center,
801 Drake Road,
Lebanon.

December 9:
Voices of
Warren County
Concert, 6:30
p.m. at Warren
C. Young
Center, 801
Drake Road,
Lebanon.

In late October, we will hold our annual
all-staff in-service. Employees will hear
about a variety of topics, and employees
reaching milestone anniversary dates for
working at the WCBDD will receive
recognition. We are so thankful for the
hard work and dedication that our
employees bring in order to continue to
provide quality services and supports.
We will also acknowledge “Friends of
DD” - individuals and agencies who have
shown exemplary support, over the past

year, to our agency and
the people we serve.
In November, we will
have our eighth annual
holiday bazaar at the
Warren C. Young
Center. There will be
many booths with items
for sale, such as
Megan K. Manuel,
pottery, crafts,
Superintendent
jewelry, candles,
decorations, etc., so
please join us to do some early holiday
shopping. The Voices of Warren County
choir will once again be hosting a concert
in December, also at the Warren C. Young
Center. We would love to have you join
us for a free, entertaining evening. More
information on both of these events can be
found on page 2.
Finally, I wanted to invite you to take a few
minutes and let us know how you think we
are doing. We are currently conducting a
satisfaction survey, and we are interested
in your feedback. You can find the online
survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/6NL7PQ8. We want to hear from you!

Individuals host celebration for National POW/MIA Recognition Day
September 16th was National POW/MIA
Recognition Day. A group of individuals with
disabilities from the Warren County Board of
Developmental Disabilities hosted a brief
ceremony in Lebanon’s Veteran’s Memorial
Park to honor those who served, who were
Prisoners of War or Missing In Action. A
group of Veterans were in attendance to
commemorate this special day.
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Workforce Solutions Summit will promote the hiring of people with disabilities
The Boards of Developmental
Disabilities from Butler,
Clermont, Hamilton and Warren
Counties will hold a Workforce
Solutions Summit on November
17th to promote the hiring of
individuals with disabilities.
“Employees with disabilities are
an untapped workforce,” said Keith Banner,
Employment Services Coordinator from the Butler
County Board of Developmental Disabilities. “People
with disabilities deserve the chance to work in the
community, and the chance to work alongside people
who do not have a disability. People with disabilities can
perform almost any type of job if just given the
opportunity,” she said.
At the Workforce Solutions Summit, participants will
learn how to successfully hire people with disabilities,
and the types of services and supports that are available
to help these individuals succeed in their jobs. The

event will be facilitated by Larry
Worth of the ViaQuest
Foundation and co-facilitated by
Matt Disher of Cintas. A
business panel of representatives
from Kings Island, ThyssenKrupp
Bilstein, and the Warren County
Probate and Juvenile Court will
present and discuss their success stories in
employing people with developmental disabilities.
The Workforce Solutions Summit is aimed at
business owners, human resource professionals,
and hiring managers. Attendance is free, but
limited to 125 participants. Advance registration is
required, and full buffet breakfast will be provided.
Register online at www.eventbrite.com.
The Workforce Solutions Summit will be held from
8:00 to 9:00 a.m. on Thursday, November 17, 2016
at the Crowne Plaza Cincinnati Blue Ash, located
at 5901 Pfeiffer Road in Cincinnati.

Voices of Warren County concert to be held Friday, December 9, 2016
The Voices of Warren County will perform a free
concert on Friday, December 9, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.
The concert is free and open to the public, and will
be held in the auditorium at the Warren C. Young
Center, located at 801 Drake Road in Lebanon.
The Voices of Warren County is an all-volunteer
group of singers comprised of adults receiving
services and supports from the Warren County

Board of Developmental
Disabilities.
The concert is appropriate
for all age levels, and families
are welcome to attend. An
assortment of popular music
and inspirational songs will be
performed.

Eighth Annual Holiday Bazaar to be held Saturday, November 19, 2016
The Warren County
Board of Developmental
Disabilities will hold its
8th Annual Holiday
Bazaar on Saturday,
November 19th from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the Warren C. Young Center,
located at 801 Drake Road in Lebanon.
The Holiday Bazaar is a free event that benefits
individuals served in WCBDD Adult Services

programs. Vendors, crafters, and artists will
display their items for sale, and food will be
available for purchase. Items for sale will include
home-made food items, pottery, art, crafts, soft
goods, jewelry, handbags, candles, makeup,
decorations, health and beauty products, and
more.
Contact Angie Smith at (513) 806-3808 or
angie.smith@warrencountydd.org if you would
like to become a vendor at this fun event.
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Man with developmental disabilities creates new web show, “DC Film Talk”
Kevin Tarter receives services from the Warren County
Board of Developmental Disabilities. He is an adult with
Cerebral Palsy, but he is not defined by his disability. He
lives in South Lebanon and just started a new job,
working in the Winner’s Circle at Dave & Buster’s in
Springdale. Prior to this job, he worked for more than
11 years at TGI Friday’s.
Kevin’s passion is DC Comics. “My grandma used to buy
me comic books all the time when I was little. After she
passed away in 1999, I stopped reading them. But then,
about six months ago, I walked into a comic book store
in Mason and bought my first one,” said Kevin. At that
point, he was hooked, and began avidly reading comic
books again. He especially likes Superman, Batman,
Robin, Wonder Woman, the Justice League, and The
Flash.
Kevin began watching live episodes online of CW Fan
Talk—The Flash. While online, he saw how someone
could make an e-mail request, to ask to be included as a
guest on the show. Kevin then sent an e-mail, and soon
a producer auditioned him through Skype, and was so
impressed, he put Kevin on the show. Kevin performed
a rap song that he wrote about The Flash, and it was a
big hit. Soon after his appearance, he was contacted by
the producers of Smiletime, asking him if he wanted to
host his own web show.
Smiletime, based in Los Angeles, is a streaming
technology platform that harnesses audience
participation and feedback at massive scale. Through
chats, on-screen calls-to-action, and the ability to invite
any audience member onto the virtual stage, creators can
connect with their viewers in exciting, spontaneous ways.
“At first, I didn't think it was for real when Smiletime
contacted me,”
said Kevin. “But
I responded to
their request,
and found out
that they were
legitimate.”
With their
encouragement,
Kevin created his
show, “DC Film

Talk.” The first
episode aired in
September, and
new episodes
are broadcast
live each month
on the second
and fourth
Friday at 7:00
p.m. EST.
“It took me almost 45 minutes to get
my right hand to hold this pose, but I

Kimberly
was determined to get this picture
Dooley, a
taken,” said Kevin.
Service
Coordinator with the Warren County Board of
Developmental Disabilities (WCBDD) has been
working with Kevin for six years. “Kevin has been
quite independent since I first met him, but that
independence has grown even more so in his life, with
the assistance of his Provider agency, family, and
WCBDD team,” said Dooley.

Kevin has become more open to trying things his team
recommends to him, which has improved his personal
growth and confidence. An example is that he recently
left the job he had worked at for many years, which
was so comfortable, but moved to a new job to seek
opportunities for advancement and professional
growth.”
Dooley continued, “His new web show, ‘DC Film Talk’
couldn’t be more fitting for someone like Kevin. He is
very much a people person, and very engaging in
conversations, and this opportunity can not only
spotlight him as an individual, but also can be an
example of how people with disabilities can persevere,
just like anyone else, when you believe in something.
Kevin was approached to do this show, which speaks
highly of his character. Kevin’s team couldn’t be more
proud of him!”
“I’m so exited about my new web show!” said Kevin.
“I’ve written rap songs about Superman and Batman,
and have talked to so many interesting people who
have tuned in to interact with me each show.”
DC Film Talk is broadcast live at 7:00 p.m., the second
and fourth Friday of every month. To view the show,
go to https://smiletime.com/channel/dcfilmtalk.
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Kings Island hosts Job Shadow event for people with developmental disabilities
the WCBDD said,
“We are so pleased
to be able to partner
with Kings Island for
this job shadow. For
more than a decade
Kings Island has
partnered with the
WCBDD in hiring a
large number of
school age students
we serve as well as
adults. Kings Island
provides great
opportunities for
employment while
ployment Manager, WCBDD; Jon Paul Michael; Shane Galley; learning valuable work
Jobs in a few of the
and Randy Hayes, Job Coach, WCBDD.
skills, and they put
park’s restaurants were
value in supporting a
the main focus. At Festhaus, the Chicken Shack, Juke
diverse work force. By allowing us this new
Box Diner, and LaRosa’s Pizza, people learned about
opportunity to tour the park with individuals we
jobs as cashiers, table bussers, food preparers,
support, who may be interested in work, is again
dishwashers, and more.
demonstrating what an outstanding employer and
Angela Dean, Community Employment Manager with
community partner Kings Island truly is.
The Warren County
Board of Developmental
Disabilities (WCBDD)
was pleased to take part
in a Job Shadow event
recently held at Kings
Island. Two individuals
with developmental
disabilities, receiving
services from the
WCBDD, were given a
tour of and shown the
various duties and
responsibilities of
multiple work positions
Pictured from left to right are: Angela Dean, Community Emin the park.

